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'The younger generation can have no idea of the horrible foreign
ppression under which we suffered/ x he wrote to Tann.

Although politics occupied so much of Ludwig's attention, he
still found time to concern himself about the German Catholic
colonies in North America. He placed at their disposal ample funds
for the founding of monasteries. 'I do not forget you over there
in America. I will not forsake you, but you must remain Teuton,
Teuton! Do not become English!2 The Redemptorists were thus
able to build a convent in Baltimore and it was here that the
American teaching sisterhood originated.3

It was at this time that the King laid in Munich the foundation-
stone of the new Pinakothek, in which the art treasures of the
nineteenth century were to be placed. 'Art must not be regarded as
a luxury/ he said on that occasion. 'My great artists are my pride
and joy. The work of statesmen will long be forgotten when those
of excellent artists still give pleasure/

With all these recent anxieties the King had had little time to
enjoy the pleasures of women's society, with the single exception
of his reconciliation with Charlotte von Hagn, who had been
allowed to return to Munich in April, 1845, for some special
performances. After her audience with the King the actress wrote
enthusiastically: 'King Ludwig is after all the most interesting
man in the whole of his country. ... He is a noble being/4

The correspondence with Mariannina continued, and letters had
by now reached a fantastic figure. The patriotic enthusiast was
delighted when in June, 1846, a new and, it was said, nationally-
minded Pope ascended the Papal Throne. T cannot express to you
how universally beloved and popular he is/5 In the meantime,
Ghita endeavoured, by clumsy manoeuvres, to revive the King's
interest in her friend, and informed him that when asked which she
loved more, her husband or the King, she had answered without
hesitation: 'Ludwig/6 Mariannina herself wrote7: 'You have been
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